To the P&Z

The debate comtinues about relo-
cating the Y from Westport’s
downtown arca to Mahackeno.
Amid the heated discussions, it’s
impotlant for the elected and
appointed town officials 1o recog-
nize their massive responsibility of -
preserving the YMCA as an insti-
tution that builds community and
unites men, woimen, and children
of all backgrounds. After attending

_the P&7 meetings at Town Hall,
am thoroughly convinced that the
board of the Wesiport Weston Y
did everything it could over the
last 5 years to secure an appropri-

- ate facility in the downtown arca

(a solution I originally preferred).

In light of this nnfortunate reality,

the Y is faced with two stark
choices: relocate to Mahackeno or
cease its existence in Westport.

The latter choice would be detri-
mental to the community of West-

port as thousands of adults- and

children rely upon the Y for its o
|

diverse programs in athletics, arts,
- and-socialization. Many. of the
children’s programs are riot offered
‘at any other venue, especnlly for

the younger age groups, at ‘&time-
when laying down the foundations

of athletic skills or petformmg arts
- are so 1mp01t1nt

The pnm’try argument Ihave

heard opposing the relocation. of

the Y {0 Mahackeno “raffic.

1mpact” seems more due to fear - i
- and less due to reason. Given that '

hundreds of kids, parents, and staff 1

attend the Y's summer camp pro-
grams al Mahackeno (at a time of
year that has heightened traffic
conditions), I can’t imagine a per-
manent Y facility there would
exacerbate congestlon In fact, if
these residents’ chief concern is
traffic on Route 33 at this location,
why haven’t they voiced their con-
cerns prior to the Mahackeno '
debate-since the traffic lights on
both sides of the Merriit Parkway
need improvements in timing
between intersections to alleviate
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current traffic congestion through-

out the entire year, independent of
Y's summer activities?
1 do not hold myself out to be an

~expert about the impact that the Y
at Mahackeno would have on iraf- -

fic conditions, or why its construc-
tion would have a greater environ-
mental impact than the culmina-
tion of 6,000-plus square foot
homes built in Coleytown less than
a mile away. I do, however, have
first-hand experience in witnessing
the destructive effects that commu-
nities lacking in developmental
services and programs have upon

- their children, adults, and econom- -

ic welfare. To this end, Wesiport's
P&7 Commission must ensure the
continuing benefits that the resi-

 dents of Westport and Weston

derive from an enduring YMCA.
ToLy, KAREN, LAUREN
AND SOPHIE SPHEERIS
.WESTPORT

Connecticut, the Department
of Children and Families is alwhys
look§ng for good foster homes

Quy family became a foster
home \about four years ago.

One \of the first children e had
stay at ur home was a foyf-
month-old baby boy. We were told
he would\probably be with us for a
couple of \nonths. Two gnd a half
years later\we were to}d he would
not be able {o return tp his famity.

We were agked if we would like
to adopt him\It reqyired no time

of Children.and Families office at
(203) 899-1400.
Kiy, MarK, MICOLE AND

Nick MatHIas
WESTPORT
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